ELISABETH AMERY
(1)

Elisabeth Amery was born September 8, 1889 in St. Croix Falls,
Wisconsin and died July 21, 1976 in Baltimore at the age of 86 years and
104 montha. She was the daughter of Charles Amery and the former
Lillian Kerseh of IHudson, Her father was of English descent and her mother
French, When Elisabeth was five years of age, her mother died and she went
to live with her Aunt Jane Amery Hansen. Her brother, William K. Amery, was
sent to his grandmother, Mrs. William Amery. The town of Amery, Wisconsin |
was named for her grandfather, William Amery, who was a Polk County Treasurer, |
He came to this country from England and was one of the few educated men in
the county, having been an Essex scholar, Elisabeth remembered her grandfather
entered this country through New Orleana, When he arrived in New Orleans, a
"shallpox epidemic was raging and he was told to get on a river boat and go as
far north as possible. The farthermost point on the river boat system waas
St. Croix Falla,
Elisabeth attended the Osceola High School and then Carleton College.
After Carleton, she attended Simmons College and the University of Wisconsin,
and was graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1913, ©She left the
Univeraity of Wisconsin for Lead, South Dakota, where she remainad for four years,
teaching Home Economies, She then went to the University of Washington in Seattle
where she was a professor in the Home Economics Department, After four years,
she returned to the University of Wisconsin and worked in the Department of
Agriculture, She established the homemakers of Wisconsin and helped develop
the firet 4 H Clubs in the state., After Wisconsin, she went to Columbia
Univeraity, where she received her Maﬁﬁer'n'degree. She was then hired to be
the supervisor of home economics teachers in the state of Delaware, and
remained in this position for four years before coming to Maryland apd & similar
position with the Maryland Department of Public Education., Flisabeth was the
supervisor of home economics teachers in Maryland for 27 years, until her
retirement in 1954,
Ll Her years in retirement were busy until two years ago, when she developed
.a cancer of the colon., She did well following a surgieal operation until this
winter, when recurrences of the cancer caused ‘'her to be eventually admitted to

.a nursing home in Baltimore, where she died on July 21,

he I Nernsrial SRt RALEZ:P ! :
Pecel dij” 1»6’ ”<£¢901Qquﬂécudi : E;fijaéi%#j5/> 7(?j7éi;bn4&JlAa’ __i

/ ik I < i




She is survived by her cousinsg: '
The ehildren of Fhil Amery, formerly of St, Crolx Fellas

Prances Amery larson - Hales Corner, Wisconsin
W, James Amevy - Minneapolia
Geprge R, Amery - Nlagara Palls 57

and a child of Bva Amery:
Bvglyn Ameyy Colvin Melean of Oak Harbor, Washington.

NOW MORE PERSONAL REMINTSCTNG s ssesssns

It is a privilege to bring to you some of my thoughts about
Fiisabeth &mery, I firat met Elisebeth (ELISABETH}, or E, A. as her friend,
Paul Kaylor, callsd her, in Septembey, 1950. At that time I was an entering
freshman st the Johns Hopkins University School of Medieina, Irene Coopar
and my mother had told me to call Elisabeth alTter T got to Baltimore, This 1
did, and T was invited to her home at 18 West Hamilton Street. T remember
wallcing dc@nlﬁamiltcm Street and Tinding this charming old Baltlmore town house

which was built by a sea @aptain about 1812, We spent that Septambsr evening

together, and thi& wan & beglondng of & fwiendﬁhip that lasted almost 26 yeara,
That aveming we had & nice vialt, since we had many things in common, We bhoth
ware Trom Gaeaml& and were graduates of the Osceola High School., She enjoved
telling her f@i@nda thia,  Also, we both att@nded Carleton College in
Northfield, Minnea@ta, fhe laft Carlieton after twm yvears and later atltended
Slmmons C@ll@ge and the University of Wisconsin, I did graduais from Carleton, .
and &ame@imeél T would tell her frisnds that she could not gst through this
achool, but 1 did, We had many other things in pommon, but two things in
ﬁartiaular; We both had a love for tradiﬁiﬂm&l furniehings., My wolther was my
firat instruotor in the Purpdture, glass, stoc, that went with the traditional,
and Flisabeth gave me an advanesd ﬁourse; Also, we ware bobth intersated in good
fm@d; but'freﬁ_a little different p@imt of view, She loved to prepare good ;
Toopd, and I, as & hungry medical student, loved 4o sat it. Among the things gheK
introduced me to was a chosolets peppermint cake which is atill wmy favorite, o
anpd hag bocome a Favorite for my wilfe and @hiidr@n, too, She partleularly loved
eating in a restaurant in Balilimore called Msrconi®s, Two weeks ago when we
viaited her, she was btired and told us to go of f and spend the rest of the day
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in downtown Baltimore seeing the tall ships, 1 told her 1 was going to
take Dordis 1o Marcond's for dinner, ﬂnd with her usual mannerism, ahe ¢lappad
her hands and seid “good, good.! '

Someone has said you G&ﬁ‘tﬁll a1l about a peraon 17 vou can Just see the
books dn hig or her library,. When ws Qﬁ?@.im Baltimore recently, we stayed in
her apartment, and during the time we were there, [ once again had the opportunity
to @swu&a_th@ books on her book ashelves, Thﬂaa booka were about a mmbsr of
gubjects, bui %h&y it into Cour m&iﬁ eatagarieaz aooking, history and
higt@rieal furnighings, travel, and religiom.

~ As many of you know, eooking and Tood was one of her loves, Jhe was a
h@m@ economiat by profession, and cock bookn were one of the tcols of her itrade,
She enjoyed all kinds of cook books and after she rvetired was an editor of a
cook book spongored by & retired teschers opganization,

I have alwaady mantioned her gréat love Tor traditional furnishings,

In her libr&ry'wﬁr@ many booka on porvcelsine, celadon, Chinese art and antiqﬁ@@@
Jhe waa pariicularly fond of classlce early American Glass and furniture.

I have been with her on many ococasions when we wisited the restored homes in the
Baltimore ar@&. fhe loved énmapeliajamé the historic homes there, In February,
197§; she went with Doris and me en@@_ﬁgaim.ﬁm Armapolis where we visited one of
these vestored hoines and gavdens, T have traveled with her to wisit the
Winterthor Museum in Wilmington, and also, she and T made one Lrip to
Chﬁrlmtt@s@ill&;'virginia@ After her retiremsnt, she waa sotive dn & group of

eitizens whe sought to presmerve and prmtéct the Mount Vernon Place area of

Baltmm@r@@

The thard g@neﬁal mat@gery of bﬂ@k@ in her library was travel, Hlisabsath
particularly liked England, and was a true Anglophile, Some of her vacations
ware spent in Bermmda, where she also enjoyed the Eoglish style of living.

The fourth éat@gary of books wae religion, She had a life-long intersst
in religion, and was a very active membar of the Unitarian Church in Baltimors,
yet her religlon waa not ona of isclated denominationalism, During lent,
she attended church services at one of thﬁ aother churehes in the Mount Verunon
Place area, In looking at the things on her bpok shelves, I found a series of
articles on religion which had been elipped from old life Magazines,
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It has long been my bellef that to live successfully, one wust have

some knowledge of religion, Religlon ilz dmporiant to our lives, aince 1t¥
18 the only discipline that can teke us away from our grsatb prececupstions with
ourgelves, Toyﬁb@a has said “all the great histordc philesophles and relliglone
have been concerned, firat and foremost, with the overcoming of sgoeentricity,
A11 religions teach that egocentriclty can only be conguersd by love.” Men
and women will be happy only if they learn to live outside ithemselves and learn

to 1ive with kindness and love for others. Elisabath Amery was able to live
outaide hergelf, She was not insecure and did not need bto have her own ego
_ conastantly boosted, Her religion gave thia to her, For about a month pricor to

her death, Flissbeth was at the Hemwlck H@mﬁ in E&lﬁimérew Op the slen outsids the
homs, 1t aays Keswlck 18 a home for the incurables of Haltimore. It is not a
draary‘pla@amwbﬁt there are a_fﬁﬁ r&tﬁrded gdulta in the home. When we wers thare,
I thought iﬁ wag so typleal of E}iﬁab@thmmahe greated some of these retarded
pﬁysens wiih frieﬁdlimeaa and cheerfulness, even theugh her body and atrength
ware being ﬁ&p@eé by a metastatic ocancer, She was always able to live outside
heraélf‘and did so with enthusiasm, kindness, love and a greal amount of class,




